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A Case Study on Economic Revitalization in Depopulated Areas

Setsunan University

Yuji Nonagase Hajime Kobayashi

Abstract: In recent years, along with Japan’ s declining birthrate, the population in rural
areas is declining.
The declining birthrate is not only seen in Japan, but also in neighboring countries such as

South Korea and China. It is a common problem of middle-income countries that do not accept
immigrants.

Even in the metropolitan area prefectures, a population decline can be seen.

In regional areas such as Hokkaido, Tohoku, Shinetsu, Hokuriku, Chugoku and Shikoku, and
Southern Kyushu, it is becoming difficult to stop the accelerating population decline. In the
Kansai area, the population of Shiga Prefecture, which had been increasing for many years,
turned negative, and depopulated municipalities can be found in northern Hyogo Prefecture,
southern Nara Prefecture, southern Wakayama Prefecture, northern and southern Kyoto
Prefecture, etc.

Even in Osaka Prefecture, where depopulation policies were thought to be unnecessary, some
local governments in the south and north have been designated as depopulated.

It can be said that the economic revitalization of depopulated local governments is becoming a
cutting-edge issue in aiming for balanced development in Japan.

Setsunan University accepts and trains staff members from underpopulated municipalities in
Wakayama Prefecture,and organizes the “Study Group for Adequate Population Strategy” that
implements attempts to utilize the knowledge of the university to solve problems.

In this research, we will show the results of analysis of Y Town, Wakayama Prefecture, and
practical examples. The purpose of this case study is to clarify how universities should
contribute to the economic revitalization of depopulated municipalities.

It is difficult to implement specific policies, adopt research methods that measure results over
the long term, and test hypotheses.

On the other hand, it is possible to discuss policy possibilities systematically through case
studies. This case study discusses economic revitalization and future challenges in declining

population areas.



