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Summary

Here we try to clarify the writing sequence of Chimalpahin’s main works, such
as Historical Retrospect (HRE, from now on), Diary & Relacions Histdricas, by
comparing the latest dates, reference materials & common events treated in them.

Now we believe Chimalpahin began to write his 7% Kelacion in 1607 and not in
1629 and HR is his first work, even before Diary and the 72 His first works HR
and Diary are Aztec history from Tenochtitlan’s point of view, because
Chimalpahin was educated in Mexico City far from Chalco, his birthplace which
he had left at 14. But in 1606, when his father, keeper of local history, died, he
began to collect and copy historical documents of Chalco. Owing to these
documents his views of himself and history changed. We find a turning point in
HR, his own chronological table of world history and the beginning of his historical
research. There is another watershed in his Diary ; 4 articles in 1613 signed by
don Domingo Chimalpahin, who had never referred to himself using that honorific
title before.

We see the change in his historical writing, from Christian universal history and
Aztec history, represented by HR and Diary, to history with plural points of view

including that of his home town.




