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Abstract
CAO Yu is a playwright who represents both modern Chinese drama and literature. CAO Yu
announced his work, Thunderstorm, by the age of 24. Thunderstorm is the debut work of his
career and one of his masterpieces. This paper considers his growth as a playwright, and
focuses on the activities at Nankai New Drama Company, where he participated during his
junior high and high school days. The paper is organized in the following way: 1. Introduction;
2. CAO’s family background; 3. CAQO’s caltural background; 4. Nankai school and Nankai
New Drama Company; 5. The influence of CAQO’s activities at Nankai school on his literary
growth; 6. CAO Yu and the Nankai New Drama Company; 7. around Strife; 8. The influence
of Nankai New Drama Company on CAO Yu. In particular, the multi-layered nature of CAO’s

culture and Ibsen and Galsworthy's influence on his work are emphasized.




