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Summary

Coleman Hughes and Black Conservatism in Social Media Era

Yusuke Torii

This paper examines the journalistic and artistic activities of Coleman Hughes, a young
black columnist, podcaster, musician, and rapper known for his critique of the
contemporary American racial protest movement. It situates Hughes in the lineage of
black conservatism since Booker T. Washington, and considers the constructive role that
he could play in the contemporary discursive space in which the Internet and social media
threaten traditional academia and major media outlets. Although Hughes does not self-
identify as a conservative or support Republican politics, the columns and raps he writes
and the conversations he has with a wide variety of guests on his podcast demonstrate that
he has inherited the framework of thought and problematics of black conservatism. He
also strategically accepts being seen by some as a "traitor" to the black community. In the
past decade, the division of the American public over racial issues has accelerated, with
both Trumpian anti-intellectual populism within conservatives and extreme anti-racism,
cancel culture, and wokeism within liberals undermining constructive, fact-based debate.
The potential role of a centrist black conservative like Hughes is more significant than

ever.
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