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Abstract

Cao Yu' s Thunderstorm, published in 1934, is an indicator of the maturity of Chinese
spoken drama, and it is the Chinese work that has seen the most performances in the history
of spoken drama. From a literary perspective, it is one of the representative works of
contemporary Chinese literature. Thunderstorm has already undergone minor modifications
since the era of the Republic of China. After the founding of the People’ s Republic of China,
several major revisions were made under the influence of the trends of the time. The texts of
Thunderstorm may be broadly divided into the following:
L. Culture Life Publishing House’ s edition (January 1936).
II. The text of the Kaiming Publishing House edition of Cao Yu' s Selections (first edition in
August 1951).
II1. People’ s Literature Publishing House’ s Cao Yu Drama Selection, first edition in June
1954.
IV. Chinese Drama Publishing Company’ s second edition of the monograph (September
1959, second edition).
There are differences in detail between these lineages. I is now the standard text of
Thunderstorm. The greatest difference distinguishing I from the other texts is the presence or
absence of a prologue and epilogue. II is a text that emphasizes “class struggle” under the
influence of the ideological situation immediately after the founding of the People’ s Republic
of China; it has undergone major rewriting in the same way as other modern works. III is an
admission of the error of II, consisting basically to a return to the form of I without a prologue
or epilogue. IV is an abridgement of III for use as a performance script. In this paper, we
analyse the contents of the textual transition from I to IV and the views of Cao Cao, who made

the revision, and finally consider the process of returning to I.



