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Summary

Diplomatic Roles and Competence of Louis of Flanders, an Ambassador of Charles V, the
Holy Roman Emperor: Missions for the Execution of the Peace Treaty of Cambrai
Nana Kaku

Louis of Flanders, lord of Praat (Praet), was an important diplomat of Charles V, the Holy
Roman Emperor, and was sent to various places in the 1520s when European rulers faced
critical events, such as the Italian Wars, Protestant Reformations and battles against the
Ottoman Empire. This article discusses his diplomatic roles and competence as an imperial
ambassador, focusing on his missions for the execution of the Peace Treaty of the Cambrai
(1529), by analyzing the letters of other ambassadors and by investigating his networks
through the Low Countries, France, and Spain. He could soundly negotiate with the king of
France and his advisers, judging the situations with his keen insight. Moreover, he understood
all the circumstances of the Habsburgs, including the Low Countries, Spain, the Holy Roman
Empire and Italian peninsula, and gained trust of the members of the Habsburgs and their
ambassadors. In the end, cooperating with the envoys from the Low Countries and with the
Spanish side, he achieved the release of the French princes, a main goal of the execution of the

treaty.
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