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Homestead Trees and Hedges (Yashikirin) as Urban Commons:

A Case Study of The Kawanaka’s Residence in Imagome District, Higashi-Osaka City

This paper introduces the conservation and management efforts of the Kawanaka’s residence
and its yashikirin (homestead trees and hedges) in Higashi-Osaka City, which is unusual in that
it is located in the city center, and examines the question of whether green space as private
property can become an urban commons. The Kawanaka family began to involve citizens and local
government in the management of their trees and hedges in the 1980s, and a network of citizen
groups and volunteers has expanded ever since. Although the traditional use of the yashikirin as
a source of fertilizer and fuel ceased, as of 2023, it functions as a new resource use for madake
(Japanese bamboo) and acorns, a center for civic activities and events, and a place for volunteers
to be active and relax. Until now, green spaces have been lost in cities, mainly in private lands as
agricultural lands and woodlands. Collective management of commons is a creative process that

involves the development of new values for their stakeholders and communities.



