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obispo. huel nican mexico. tlacat. nican tepiltzin. criyoyo mitohua yntech

quica y pipiltin conquistadoresme
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Summary

In the 16th century “criollo” was a discriminatory word that meant a black
slave’s descendent born and brought up in Spain or America. It began to be
applied to an American born Spaniard from 1570s on, also with degrading
meaning. This new usage represents the sense of crisis in the face of the
amazingly increasing criollos in the convents of all mendicant orders and
churches in Mexico.

Chimalpahin began to use the term “criollo” in 1608, right before he wrote the
“Historical Retrospective” in his “Diario”. And it was not just a coincidence.

Chimalpahin in his Diary treated only criollos who had obtained a high office
in the Catholic Church and the colonial government. By doing so he wiped out
the negative images of the word “criollo” and expanded its usage to the secular
world. We see a kind of sympathy in his attitude toward the Mexican criollos
but not toward black ones. His attitude was ambivalent and neutral toward the
mestizos. Chimalpahin’s sympathy may have been a seed that would grow into
the criollo patriotism in the second half of the 17th century. But also it was
criticism against the Spaniards who underestimated the American born people ;

criollos as well as natives.




