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Do the Lessons Learned from the Past Disaster Countermeasures 
Contribute to the Kumamoto Earthquake?

IKEUCHI, Junko Department of Architecture, Setsunan University 

Abstract
A severe earthquake occurred in Kumamoto district, Japan in 2016. The first earthquake on 
14 April registered a magnitude of 6.5 and the main earthquake on 16 April registered a 
magnitude of 7.3. Kumamoto has registered 265 earthquakes with a magnitude more than 3.5. 
This paper describes whether the improved disaster countermeasures in Japan were helpful to 
the victims of the Kumamoto Earthquake. It is found that it is necessary to promote further 
countermeasures about smoothly developing a refuge and reducing building damage. 
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